Summary of SACS Requirements with regard to General Education
Core Requirements.
2.4

The institution has a clearly defined, comprehensive, and published mission statement that is
specific to the institution and appropriate for higher education. The mission addresses teaching
and learning and, where applicable, research and public service. (Institutional Mission)

2.5

The institution engages in ongoing, integrated, and institution-wide research-based planning and
evaluation processes that (1) incorporate a systematic review of institutional mission, goals, and
outcomes; (2) result in continuing improvement in institutional quality; and (3) demonstrate the
institution is effectively accomplishing its mission. (Institutional Effectiveness)

2.7.2

The institution offers degree programs that embody a coherent course of study that is compatible
with its stated mission and is based upon fields of study appropriate to higher education.
(Program Content)

2.7.3

In each undergraduate degree program, the institution requires the successful completion of a
general education component at the collegiate level that (1) is a substantial component of each
undergraduate degree, (2) ensures breadth of knowledge, and (3) is based on a coherent
rationale… These credit hours are to be drawn from and include at least one course from each of
the following areas: humanities/fine arts, social/behavioral sciences, and natural science/
mathematics. The courses do not narrowly focus on those skills, techniques, and procedures
specific to a particular occupation or profession….

Comprehensive Standards
3.3 Institutional Effectiveness
3.3.1

The institution identifies expected outcomes, assesses the extent to which it achieves these
outcomes, and provides evidence of improvement based on analysis of the results in each of the
following areas: (Institutional Effectiveness)

3.3.1.1 educational programs, to include student learning outcomes

3.4 Programs
3.4

Educational Programs: All Educational Programs (includes all on-campus, off-campus, and
distance learning programs and course work)

3.4.1

The institution demonstrates that each educational program for which academic credit is awarded
is approved by the faculty and the administration. (Academic program approval)

3.4.5

The institution publishes academic policies that adhere to principles of good educational practice.
These are disseminated to students, faculty, and other interested parties through publications that
accurately represent the programs and services of the institution. (Academic policies)

3.4.10 The institution places primary responsibility for the content, quality, and effectiveness of the
curriculum with its faculty. (Responsibility for curriculum)

3.5 Undergraduate Programs
3.5.1

The institution identifies college-level general education competencies and the extent to which
graduates have attained them. (College-level competencies)

3.5.3

The institution defines and publishes requirements for its undergraduate programs, including its
general education components. These requirements conform to commonly accepted standards
and practices for degree programs. (Undergraduate program requirements)

